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A  V E R Y  H E A R T F E LT  T H A N K  Y O U

AT THIS Year’s Annual Dinner I was  
   presented with a most beautiful 

pocket watch as a token of appreciation for 
my efforts in administering and command-
ing the regiment. I have always enjoyed the 
work that I do for the regiment, and con-
sider it a pleasure and not a task. Although 
there are difficult moments, they are always 

overshadowed by the positive attitude and 
camaraderie that the members of the regi-
ment show at all times. 

I would like to thank all of the Yorkers 
and those outside the regiment who con-
tributed to the purchase of such a beautiful 
watch. I will treasure it always.

Colonel Reg James

P R O M O T I O N S

I would like to congratulate those receiv-
ing promotions, as announced by the 
respective officers of the Grenadier Coy 
and Duncan’s Coy. 

– Colonel Reg James  

G R E N A D I E R  C O M P A N Y

Nick Wesson is now promoted to the 
rank of Serjeant in the Grenadier Company. 
Through training and dedication to learn-
ing the martial craft at the drill nights held 

Dispatches from 
T H E

Colonel
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IT APPEARS that the efforts that  
 were made by those involved at Black 

Creek this year were quite successful. Erika 
Wilson, the Special Events Coordinator 
has singled out a few Yorkers for special 
mention. Captain or should I say Dr. 
Lawrence obviously impressed the pub-
lic, along with Ensign Moore and 
Musketman Atkins who did sterling 
work at the recruiting tent.

Cadina’s program was considered 
fantastic, as were the ladies and gents who 
spent a great deal of effort and time in par-
ticipating in the show. 

The Sunday battle was revamped from 
the Saturday display, and many thanks to 
Lt. Forrest, Major Moore from the 
Yorkers, also  Captain Millard and 
Captain Chase Paterson of the 2nd.
Connecticut for their positive planning and 
input.

Here are Erika’s comments:
“Overall, the Battle of Black Creek 

this year was definitely well received, 
especially the Sunday program.  
People always love seeing the different 
camps and everyone in costume and we 
had very positive reviews from the public 
about the Medical Tent and Recruitment 

Tent. I was able to talk to a number of 
people directly about these two and visitors 
found them very engaging and I think they 
like the drop-in aspect to it. I think (and 
hope) that Alex enjoyed it as he said that 
he wanted to set up a bigger tent next year, 
which would be so cool. The people I spoke 
with thought it was really interesting (and 
gross of course). 

We also had fantastic feedback on 
Cadina’s show, as well. I think people 
enjoyed a different element outside of 
the military focus. Just listening to the 
crowd remark on it while watching over 
the two days, people were very interested!  
 I missed the first mini militia but I saw the 
second and the kids loved it as did their par-
ents. Graham is fantastic and so lovely!

We had fantastic feedback on the Battle 
on Sunday. On Saturday, it went on a bit 
too long and was a bit too much in the 
bush, which I think we all agreed upon. 
Sunday on the other hand, people were 
really engaged, Even my own boyfriend 
told me to be quiet so he could listen, 
which was lovely. The people on the walk-
around enjoyed getting close.”

Colonel Reg James

during the winter months, and by attend-
ing most of the events during the early part 
of this decade. Nick proved himself a valu-
able member of the Grenadiers. Gaining 
the respect of the men, he was nudged into 
a leadership role and raised to the rank of 
Corporal on March 12, 2010. 

With Nick’s promotion to Serjeant; 
with the agreement of the Major & the 
Serjeant Major; and with confirma-
tion by the Colonel, it is with pleasure 
that I can announce that Grenadier Ken 
MacNeil is promoted to full Corporal 
of the Grenadiers. Over the past decade 
Ken consistently attended drill nights at 
the armouries and went to as many events 
as his job would allow. This dedication 
has improved both his martial skill and 
his confidence as a soldier, all of which cul-
minated in the presentation of the Gray 
Cup at Gelston Castle in 2012. Ken was 
field promoted to Chosen Man (Lance 
 Cpl.) last year.

Lt Wm Scott Turrall,  
Grenadier Coy

D U N C A N ’ S  C O M P A N Y :

The Regiment is pleased to announce the 
promotion of Peter Boyd to the rank of 
Corporal. Peter has been a long time mem-
ber of Duncan’s Company.   Those of you 
who attended the outstanding event at 
Black Creek this year will have seen him 
operating as an NCO for the first time.   
Peter brings many years of experience as 
well as a keen appreciation of history and 
the military to his new role.   We’re sure 
we’ll see great things from Cpl. Boyd.

Major David Moore

Black Creek  
W A S  A  G R E A T  S U C C E S S

g
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Here is an interesting article that was 
written by the author, Don Hagist, and 
published in the B.A.R. Dispatch in 1994. 
It describes the reality of non-uniformity 
in British Regiments at the time of the 
American Revolution, brought on by 
recruiting and drafting from one regiment 
to the other. 

– Colonel Reg James

WHEN we think of British regi-
ments, we think of uniformity. 

The clothing warrant which governed 
the style of the British uniforms during 
the American Revolution is well known, 
and an examination of various general and 
regimental orders makes it clear that strict 
uniformity of clothing and equipment was a 
major priority. Different regiments met this 
goal with varying degrees of exactitude, but 
it was always a goal nonetheless.

War, of course, changed priorities, but 
orderly books continue to reveal that uni-
formity was valued. We expect deviation 
from uniformity due to wear and tear and 
to limited and inconsistent availability of 
materiel. A far greater impact on the unifor-
mity of clothing in a regiment was caused 
by soldiers transferring from one regiment 
to another, these men often continuing 
to wear the uniform of their old regiment 
while in service with the new one.

Attrition was a problem in wartime. In 
order to maintain regiments at their estab-
lished strengths, some regiments were 
drafted. This meant that the private soldiers 
were transferred to other regiments, and the 
officers, drummers and non-commissioned 
officers returned to Great Britain to recruit 
new soldiers. Regiments chosen to be 
drafted were usually under strength or had 
been on foreign service for a long time. The 
transferred soldiers, called drafts, provided 
experienced soldiers to fill the ranks of the 
regiments remaining on service.

Since the soldiers owned their regimen-
tal clothing, having paid for it through 
stoppages from their wages, the regiments 
receiving the drafts were directed to reach 
a settlement of some kind with the soldiers 
for their clothing. Often, it was ordered that 

the men continue to wear the clothing of 
their former regiment, as illustrated by the 
following example:

“200 Men shall be drafted from the 
Regiments of Foot in Ireland, and 60 Men 
from the Regiments of Foot in Great Britain... 
the said Body of Drafts... shall embark for 
Boston in North America to recruit the 
Forces there... I am to add that the Drafts are 
to embark in their present Clothing, leaving 
their Arms and Accoutrements...”

That this practice was followed is proven 
by the proceedings of a court martial held 
in the city of New York on October 3 and 4, 
1776. Two soldiers of the 22nd Regiment of 
Foot, Bryan Sweeney and James Gardner, 
were on trial for breaking into the basement 
of Joshua Loring, a town resident. Loring’s 
testimony describes the scene when he, 
his servant, and an officer quartered in his 
house, discovered the defendants: 

“...upon their entering an inner Cellar, the 

Uniformity X
 

X
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door of which had also been broke open 
they discovered the two prisoners, one of 
them hid away behind a Cask of bottled 
wine, and the other leaning over it, and the 
Cellar floor very wet, and many empty bot-
tles broke and laying about; Gardiner, he 
thinks, had a bottle in his hand or between 
his legs; they were both very drunk, and 
one was vomiting when they took them... 
he had observed when he took them in the 
Cellar, that the man with Gardiner was in 
the uniform of the 50th. Regt.
The soldiers were taken and delivered to 
the main guard, where Loring said that he 
would return to press charges in the morn-
ing. When morning came... he found to 
his great surprize, that they were both 
dismissed; but Gardiner having told the 
Witness his name, and that he belonged 
to the provision Guard, at the time that he 
apprehended them in the Cellar, he went 
immediately to that Guard, and desired the 
Corporal would let him see all the men... 
the prisoner Swyney, when the Witness 
went to the provision Guard was laying 
asleep, and upon his being made to get up, 
the Witness knew him to be one of the 
men, by his uniform and by his trowzers 
being still wet with the wine...”
This passage illustrates not only that 

Sweeney, drafted two months before, 
retained the uniform of his old regiment, 
but also that he wore this clothing while on 
guard duty, something which we associate 
with a dress uniform. It is also clear that this 
uniform was unique enough to distinguish 
the regiment.

Looking in more detail at the 22nd 
Regiment in 1776, we find that, like all 
foot regiments on American service, it had 
been augmented to an establishment of 677 
men, an addition of 18 men to each com-
pany. This augmentation was ordered in 
1775, but it took some time to raise this 
large number of new men. Recruiting pro-
ceeded throughout the winter, and the new 
men did not start arriving in America until 
the summer of 1776, with the bulk of them 
arriving in the fall. The 22nd Regiment 
received five drafts from the 1st Regiment of 
Foot, thirteen from the 65th Regiment, and 
fifteen from the 50th Regiment, as well as 
153 recruits, forty of them German. These 
drafts and recruits were distributed among 
the eight battalion companies, so that each 
company of fifty-two to fifty-seven men 
included two to six drafts and eighteen to 

twenty recruits. Among the uniforms of 
this buff-faced regiment, then, we could 
expect to see a smattering of blue, white, 
and black facings. Since the other regiments 
on American service at the time of the 
augmentation received similar numbers of 
drafts and recruits, we could expect a similar 
effect on uniformity.

The clothing of the recruits will not 
be addressed in detail here. The follow-
ing extract, however, refers to the 23rd 
Regiment of Foot, in action on Long Island 
on August 27, 1776: 

“The 23d Regiment signalized them-
selves in this action, and shewed such a 
good example, that undisciplined Recruits 
among them, that had not even received 
their Regimentals, fought with great 
courage.”
We see, then, that a variety of regimental 

uniforms could be worn within a regiment, 
and that a significant portion might have 
no regimentals at all. This creates an inter-
esting picture of a company or regiment 
on service, even without addressing the 
possibility of alterations to the regimental 
uniforms.

As with so many orders, circumstances 
led to exceptions. When the 6th Regiment 
of Foot was drafted, the following orders 
were issued:

“The men drafted from the 6th Regiment 
are to receive their clothing for the year 
1776 from the 6th Regiment.
Some of these drafts went to the 43rd 

Regiment, then stationed in Rhode Island. 
When the clothing arrived, Lieutenant-
Colonel James Marsh, commanding the 
43rd, made these observations to the com-
mander in Rhode Island:

“I beg leave to inform your Lordship, the 
drafts ordered to the 43d Regt. from the 6th 
Regt., the Cloathing is so bad, that I can-
not order them for any duty; (tho’ the order 
given by the Commander in Chief was that 
the drafts were to be Cloathed by the 6th 
Regt. for the year 1776)... it is not in my 
power to Cloath them from Genl. Carey’s 
Cloathing, & they are litterally naked.”
Other situations could lead to the use of 

uniforms from other regiments. When the 
4th, 5th and 52nd Regiments were drafted 
in 1780, their clothing for that year was 
retained in New York. The 4th’s clothing 
was issued out piecemeal to recruits, and in 
1783 the 76th Regiment of Foot received 
the entirety of the 5th Regiment’s clothing. 

In August of 1776, the commander of the 
65th Regiment of Foot offered to supply 
arms and clothing from his recently drafted 
regiment to the 71st Regiment, which was 
“ill supplied.” Although this offer was sub-
sequently declined by the commander of 
the 71st, it provides an interesting example 
of the kind of circumstances that could 
occur.

It is clear from the above examples that 
there is sometimes more to the look of a 
regiment than the regimental uniform 
itself. The possibility exists that men within 
a given company could be clothed differ-
ently simply because of the movement of 
men between regiments. Even though 
uniformity was a goal of regimental com-
manders, other considerations sometimes 
took priority over that goal. 

Only through detailed and careful 
research can we determine the look of a 
regiment at a given time and place.

The two drunken soldiers, Gardner and 
Sweeny, have inadvertently and indirectly 
provided us with far more information 
than most of their fellows who were more 
attentive to discipline. The proceedings of 
their trial have yielded valuable insight into 
matters of clothing, as well as a marvelously 
vivid vignette. A few additional useful tid-
bits also come from their trial.

Witnesses at the trial included officers 
and soldiers who were members of the pro-
vision guard on which the prisoners were 
serving. These soldiers were not from the 
same regiment as the prisoners, but were all 
part of the 5th Brigade of General Howe’s 
army, composed of the 22nd, 43rd, 54th, 
and 63rd Regiments of Foot. This makes 
it clear that detachments such as this were 
not necessarily composed of men from a 
single regiment, nor were soldiers grouped 
according to their regiments when on duty 
(the corporal of the guard on which the 
soldiers of the 22nd served was from the 
54th Regiment.) So, it was normal to see 
a detachment of soldiers in different uni-
forms working together.

Gardner and Sweeny were not able to 
provide much of a defense to the charges 
against them. Witnesses pieced together the 
story, from the occupants of the house being 
roused in the night by a crowd apparently 
breaking into the cellar, through finding 
the soldiers in the amusing scene described 
above (corroborated by several witnesses). 
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Further, the corporal of the guard had 
attempted to post Gardner and discovered 
him missing during the night. Even though 
the soldiers were released by the main guard 
after they were initially arrested, they were 
easily identified. Gardner had given his 
name to his accusers, and Sweeny still had 
a reddened face from where a sergeant had 
slapped him to rouse him from his drunken 

state not to mention his uniform being 
soaked with wine.

Gardner testified that he had merely 
gone for a walk during the night because 
the guardroom was too crowded for him to 
sleep, and that he had not been in Loring’s 
cellar. Sweeny claimed that his trousers 
were wet from having spilled a canteen of 
water. Not surprisingly, the prisoners were 

found guilty of breaking into the house, and 
each was sentenced to receive 1,000 lashes. 
We do not know to what extent the sen-
tence was carried out.

HERE is an interesting article from  
 Eric Schnitzer who works for 

the National Parks Service (Saratoga) 
on the Loyalist, John Peter’s, who led 
Peter’s Corp during the Revolution.  
– Colonel Reg James

Here at Saratoga National Historical Park 
we often brag about the American success 
in 1777, but that doesn’t mean we won’t 
shed some light on those who remained 
loyal to the crown - it’s time for our connec-
tion to John Peters!

A jarring aspect of General John 
Burgoyne’s surrender is that his army’s 
roster included members of the British 
Parliament, titled nobles, and a former 
member of the Continental Congress. A 
Loyal American, John Peters was selected 
to serve the First Continental Congress in 
1774, when there was a wider spectrum of 
political beliefs before the war commenced.

Reluctantly, Peters reported to 
Philadelphia, but was not allowed to par-
ticipate as he refused to take an oath of 
secrecy about the doings of the Congress.

For his loyalty, Peters was mobbed, 
his home looted, and he was forced to 

accompany the American invasion of 
Canada. Peters escaped, founded the 
Queen’s Loyal Rangers, and served against 
the Rebel Americans during Burgoyne’s 
invasion of 1777. His service at the Battle 
of Bennington nearly cost him his life 
when bayoneted. Peters knew his assailant, 
“Jeremiah Post by name, an old playmate 
and school-fellow, and a cousin of my wife.” 
The denouement of their encounter high-
lights the brutal choices a civil war makes: 
“Though his bayonet was in my body I felt 
regret to destroy him…”

With the capitulation of Burgoyne immi-
nent, Peters and other Loyalists fearing of 
reprisals from the Rebel Americans, made 
their escape toward Canada. Peters lost a 
great deal and risked his life for his loyalty. 
Like many other Loyalists, Peters was never 
adequately compensated or appreciated for 
his efforts.

John Peters 
Q U E E N ’ S  L O Y A L  R A N G E R S

THE DATE of the Annual Thornhill 
Festival is Saturday, September 17. 

This is an important fundraiser for the regi-
ment and one that we should continue to 
support.

Unfortunately, the Thornhill Festival falls 
on the same weekend as the 2nd Battalion 
event in New Jersey. If you are not plan-
ning to attend the event at Monmouth 
Battlefield State Park, your participation at 
the Thornhill Festival is urgently needed. 
More details about the meeting times and 
location will be sent out by email closer to 
the event date. Remember this brings in 
money for the regiment and your support 
would be greatly appreciated.

Thornhill Feival
 S AT U R DAY, S E P T E M B E R  1 7
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THE Royal Yorker Canadian All-Up 
Event at Fort Saint-Jean is fast 

approaching. 
Today the site is the home of the Royal 

Military College - Saint-Jean, but St-Jean-
sur-Richelieu has been an important military 
post, guarding the highway to Canada, since 
1666. The upcoming event marks the 350th 
anniversary of this National Historic Site. 

Situated on the Richelieu River, 40 km 
south-east of Montreal, three different forts 
once sat on this strategic piece of ground 
overlooking the water. And of course, it was 
a key defensive position during the 1775 
invasion of Canada. 

This is a British Brigade and Continental 
Line event, hosted by the King’s Rangers 
and the 2nd Connecticut. Our good friend, 
Horst Dressler, is one of the primary 
organizers. For a list of the many British, 
German, Loyalist and Continental units 
registered to attend, see the event website at 
https://stjean2016.org/. 

S C H E D U L E

Thursday, August 18th
• Camps open for set up at 9 AM

Friday, August 19th – 350th of St. Jean
• Parade in Town of St. Jean
• Seven Years War, Revolutionary War, and 

War of 1812 demos representing 350th

Saturday, August 20th – Siege of Fort St. 
Jean, 1775
• Morning – American Landing and 

Skirmish
• 14:00 – American forces return – Siege of 

Fort St. Jean

• Evening – VIP tour of camps
• Evening – Cannonade ending the Siege

Sunday, August 21st – Siege of Fort St. Jean, 
1775
• 13:00 – American Retreat – May 1776

Military Camps
For all camps enter through the main gate.
• American (Revolutionary War) Camp – 

located to left of main gate
• British (Revolutionary War) Camp – 

located on river’s edge past Montcalm 
Pavillion and the Old Mess (Vieux Mess)

• Artillery Camp – located to left of British 
camp past the Forge Pavillion (Pavillion 
Les Forges)

• Seven Years War Camp (British and 
French) – located to right of Pavillion 
Les Galissonniere

• 1812 Camp – located north of the 
redoubt on the river’s edge

• Navy Camp – located on river’s edge 
near boat ramp to the right of the 7YW 
Camps

After unloading your vehicle, there are sev-
eral designated parking areas within the 
grounds.
Each camp will have command staff onsite 
to guide you on all camp logistics.

Amenities - All the usual amenities will 
be provided including:
• Port-a-johns
• Modern Showers
• Firewood
• Water
• 24/7 security
Pets - No dogs are allowed.

Tent Requirements - Due to the con-
straints of the site, no primitive tenting will 
be allowed.  Please bring a wedge tent or 
similar camping accommodations.
Food - A free breakfast and lunch will be 
provided by the College, as long as you are 
listed by name on the Yorker Registration. 
Breakfast may consist of coffee, pastries and 
fruit, and lunch will probably be a cold box 
lunch.
Saturday Night Entertainment 
- The 24th Regiment of Foot have offered 
their Tavern for Saturday night festivities.
Ladies Tea - There will be the Ladies Tea 
on the schedule for Saturday at 4 pm.
Other Activities – The organizers are 
planning to hold a cricket match, for those 
who might be interested.

This should be an excellent event, and 
best of all, we’re the HOME TEAM. We 
are expecting a strong Yorker turnout, so it 
should be a great opportunity to show what 
we can do. See you there.

DWP
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Fort Saint-Jean
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THROUGH 1776 and into the win-
ter months of 1777 the British 

forces and the Continental Army clashed 
in a series of battles for control of New 
York City and the state of New Jersey. 
The British, led by General Sir William 
Howe, landed on Staten Island earlier 
that summer with an army of British 
regulars, Hessian and Loyalist troops. 
General George Washington, with  
soldiers from New England all the way 
to Virginia, arrived on Long Island  
in August.

At the Battle of Brooklyn Heights, the 
largest battle of the war, Howe defeated 
Washington, pushing him back into 
Manhattan. The Continental army then 
made a stand at Harlem Heights, before 
being pushed north to White Plains, and 
later across the Hudson River into New 
Jersey. The Battle of New York event will 
commemorate the engagements that took 
place around the city of New York in the 
summer of 1776, 240 years ago.

Although the event on September 17-18 
will re-enact the battle for New York, it will 
be held at the Monmouth Battlefield State 
Park in New Jersey. The event will include 
two major battles. The Saturday battle will 
represent the Battle of Brooklyn Heights, 
where the Rebels attempted to defend the 
Heights from a British attack. The Sunday 
battle will represent the Battle of Harlem 
Heights where the British attacked the 
Continentals on Long Island.

This is a 2nd Battalion event, with the 
Royal Yorkers under the command of 
Captain Jeff Paine. Preliminary returns 
indicate that the Yorkers will field two 
solid sections. With this strong turnout it 
is expected that we will be one of the larger 
units at the event, with opportunities to play 
a significant role in both battles. Details 
about the schedule, sutlers, participants, etc. 
should soon be available on the event web-
site at: http://thebattleofny.com/

Get your red coats out guys. It should be 
a good one.

Directions: Monmouth Battlefield 
State Park, 347 New Jersey 33, Manalapan 
Township, NJ 07726

GPS: 40.263574, -74.320705
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On October 1 & 2 the Yorkers are sched-
uled to attend an event at Fort Klock, near 
Johnsville, NY. This event is an important 
outing, as it is an original battlefield site 
for the regiment. The Battle of Klock’s Field, 
took place on October 19, 1780, at the end 
of Sir John Johnson’s 1780 raid into the 
Mohawk Valley. Gavin Watt wrote this 
account of what was a very long day for the 
troops under Johnson’s command.

ON OCTOBER 19, 1780 Sir John  
   arrayed his army into line in prepara-

tion for the Battle of Klock’s Field. He was 
opposed by BGen Robert van Rensselaer’s 
army of New York and Massachusetts 
Levies, and Albany and Tryon County 
Militia. This evening action finished off 
a very long, tiring day for Johnson’s army, 
which had already fought many skirmishes 
and destroyed miles and miles of rebel 
country. 

In the early morning at Stone Arabia, 
Sir John led the Light Companies of the 
8th & 34th in a frontal attack against a large 
force of Massachusetts Levies and Tryon 
County Militiamen. In a very rapid deploy-
ment, Brant’s Volunteers turned one rebel 
flank and McDonell’s Company of Butler’s 
Rangers the other. As they struck the rebel 
flanks, Johnson drove into the rebel front 
with the Light Bobs. The rebels’ colonel was 
killed and their force thoroughly routed. 

Then, Johnson’s whole, long-drawn-out 
column debouched onto the Stone Arabia 
plain and destroyed all the farms and crops 
of this very fruitful region. That done, the 
army pressed westward, fighting skirmishes 
and burning every gristmill, house, barn 
and grain barrack within its extensive reach. 

Just as the day drew to a close, Sir John 
was warned that a large rebel army was 
very close by. He brought his force down 
off the high ground and deployed it into 

Colonel Jacob Klock’s (rebel commander 
of Tryon County’s Second Regiment) 
farm fields. Johnson anchored his left flank 
with a platoon of Hanau Jägers and Brant’s 
Volunteers in Klock’s orchard and outbuild-
ings, and his right with several companies 
of Butler’s Rangers in woods lining the 
Mohawk River shoreline. In the centre, he 
built a line of interspersed Regulars of the 
8th and 34th and the Royal Yorkers, and the 
Yorker’s battalion 3pr “Grasshopper.” 

The rebel general, Robert Van Rensselaer, 
advanced his army in several columns down 
the road and through farm fields directly 
against the centre of Johnson’s line. His left 
columns deployed far too early into line and 
began fruitlessly volleying, some compa-
nies volleying into the backs of their mates. 
Sir John ordered his line to return fire with 
several ‘platoons’. This tactic broke the left-
hand columns, and they fled to the rear 
where they were rallied with great difficulty. 

Van Rensselaer’s most dangerous thrust 

was on his far right flank, where Col Lewis 
Dubois led his NY Levies and the Tryon 
Militia companies through the woods along 
a ridgeline. They penetrated around the 
flank of Sir John’s position and fired into 
the backs of the Jägers, causing them to 
withdraw.

Just below that ridge, Colonel van 
Rensselaer (another one) of the 8th Albany, 
and Whiting of the 17th Albany, pushed 
hard against Klock’s farm buildings where 
Brant’s men were in position. Their van-
guard was a strong party of Oneida Indians, 
who hallooed in challenge to Brant’s 
Volunteers, and got back as good as they 
gave. As the natives exchanged fire, the two 
militia regiments drove in and dislodged 
Brant’s from their position, at the same time 
as Dubois’s troops drove off the Jägers. 

Sir John saw the threat to his left flank 
and pushed forward part of the 34th and 
KRR to seize Klock’s outbuildings and 
barnyard. Instead of rushing the objective, 
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Sir John Johnson House Upgrade

SIR John Johnson House National Historic Site, located in  
  Williamstown, ON is one of the oldest surviving houses in 

present day Ontario. Parks Canada announced an infrastructure 
investment of more than $450,000 for Sir John Johnson Manor 
House that will focus on major structural and exterior repairs of the 
building to assure structural integrity. Work will focus on the build-
ing’s foundation and exterior wood elements, roof replacement, and 
the rehabilitation of windows and doors.

http://cornwallfreenews.com/2016/06/13/parks-canada-invests-
450k-in-sir-john-johnson-manor-house-june-13-2016/

the combined force stopped to deliver the 
same platoon fire that had been so effec-
tive against the other columns. This was 
a tactical error, as the impact of their fire 
wasn’t enough. The Albany militiamen and 
Oneidas were under cover in the farmyard 
and delivered a very hot return fire, driving 
the 34th and Royal Yorkers back.

Dusk was falling and visibility was very 
limited. Sir John sought to stabilize the situ-
ation, ordering the fieldpiece to fire a round 
of canister. As darkness came on, Johnson’s 

force was in some confusion and the officers 
rushed about to restore order and immedi-
ately begin an organized withdrawal. 

Meanwhile, the dispirited Albany militia 
columns were falling back in great disorder, 
and their fellows and Oneidas, who had 
so successfully seized Klock’s barnyard, 
held back and didn’t press forward into the 
gloom. Only Dubois continued to move on 
the deep left flank along the high ground, 
and, if Johnson’s troops had not reorga-
nized so quickly and effectively to make 

their retirement, he may have done great 
execution.

Johnson ordered the 3pr spiked and 
abandoned. His retirement was staged over 
two river fords with orders for the march 
clearly understood by his sub-commanders, 
along with rallying points. Virtually the 
whole of Johnson’s force escaped, with only 
a handful of prisoners being taken the next 
morning by local militiamen. 

By comparison, Van Rensselaer’s army 
had fallen back far to the east. Its pursuit 
in the following days was halting and des-
ultory, which led to an investigation of the 
general’s conduct the following year. 

During the withdrawal, Capt McDonell 
of Butler’s Rangers, led his company and 
some Royal Yorkers against a marching col-
umn of militia reinforcements and forced 
their withdrawal into a local fort. 

Days later, Leake’s Independent 
Company (absorbed the following year into 
the 2KRR) was in the vanguard of Sir John’s 
army and captured, virtually intact, a rebel 
force that had been dispatched from Fort 
Stanwix to block Johnson’s retreat while 
they were eating lunch.

The whole expedition was a perfect exam-
ple of an 18th Century, deep penetration 
commando raid which inflicted the maxi-
mum damage to its targets (harvested crops, 
livestock and farms), took minimum losses 
and retreated in good order back to base.
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ON SATURDAY, May 21, 2016 a 
new orientation exhibit interpret-

ing the history of Fort Ontario (State 
Historic Site in Oswego, New York) from 
the French and Indian War to the War on 
International Terrorism, was opened in the 

1842 Enlisted Men’s Barracks. A public 
ribbon cutting ceremony and reception 

hosted by the Friends of Fort Ontario was 
held inside the old stone fort. 

The fort’s new exhibit contains original 
uniforms, weapons, ammunition, tools, 
field furniture, hardware, artwork, photo-
graphs, and archeological artifacts. Artifacts 
on exhibit have been assigned numbers 
keyed into I-Pads purchased through a 
$5,000 technology grant from the NYS 
Council for the Humanities. Visitors will 
touch the number of an object on the I-Pad 
to obtain its description and history. They 
may also be provided with links to related 
fort artifacts not on exhibit. A $10,000 
grant from the Richard S. Shineman 
Foundation funded technical photography 

for the exhibit, enabling visitors to examine 
finely detailed close-up images of the arti-
facts, a feature not available when looking at 
them in glass enclosed cases. 

“We are so pleased that our grant, com-
bined with the NYS Council for the Arts 
grant, has enabled the Fort Ontario exhibit 
to be upgraded to 21st Century standards”, 
said Karen S. Goetz, executive director of 
the Shineman Foundation. The combina-
tion of I-Pads and technical photography 
enabled the exhibit design team to increase 
the number of artifacts on display in the 
available space from approximately 50 in 
1996 to nearly 300 in 2016. Exhibit design-
ers embraced new technology to describe 
and interpret the artifacts, but they also 
employed classic oak and glass display cases 
to recreate the nostalgic look and feel of 
early 20th century museums.

“Whenever possible, objects and uni-
forms utilized by the garrison were selected 
for exhibit,” said Paul Lear, Historic Site 
Manager of Fort Ontario. Archeological 

artifacts include musket balls, buttons, 
cannon balls, burst shell fragments, food 
remains, china, glassware, medical imple-
ments, toys, trade goods, a tent-rope 
tensioner, a pocket watch, and a piece 
of a gravestone probably used in a 1782 
foundation.

For more information on Fort Ontario 
State Historic Site visit www.nysparks.
com or www.fortontario.com. Fort Ontario 
State Historic Site is located at the north 
end of East Fourth Street in the City of 
Oswego, New York. 
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YOU MAY recall that the Royal 
Yorkers participated in the re-conse-

cration of the remains of Sir John Johnson 
and his family on August 23, 2014. The 
Johnson Family Vault is located at Mount 
Johnson (now known as Mont Saint-
Grégoire) near Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu 
in Quebec. You may not be aware however, 
that at least four family members interred 
with Sir John were distinguished military 
men in their own right. Recently a special 
dedication ceremony was held at the vault 
to honour the War of 1812 veterans buried 
there. Members of the Canadian Fencibles 
were present as part of this dedication cer-
emony. Ray Ostiguy provided the following 
information about these veterans. In addi-
tion to Sir John, the following Johnson 
family members were honoured:
1   Sir John’s son-in-law, Colonel Edward 

Macdonnell, married to his eldest daugh-
ter Anne (Nancy), who, at the time of his 
death (October 30, 1812), was Quarter-
Master General to the Forces serving in 
North America; 

2    Robert Thomas Johnson, Captain, 100th 
Regiment of Foot, who drowned cross-
ing the ice on the Richelieu River on 
March 31, 1813, while returning to Isle 
aux Noix where he was serving with his 
company; 

3    John Johnson Junior, Major and then 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the 6th Battalion 
of the Eastern Townships Militia under 
the command of his father; 

4  Adam Gordon Johnson, 3rd Baronet, 
Secretary, then Deputy Superintendent 
(1814) of Indian Affairs; Lieutenant-
Colonel of the 6th Battalion of the 
Eastern Townships Militia; and in 1814, 

Lieutenant-Colonel of a Body of Indian 
Warriors comprising four companies 
under the overall command of his father.

Curiously, Sir John’s plaque is only the third 
to be issued by the War of 1812 Gravesite 
Project in the Province of Quebec. 
Ultimately, it is hoped that an information 
panel will be added to go along with the 
plaque, with the names of these veterans 
and a short biography.

War of 1812 Grave Sites• •



YEARS ago if a Yorker recruit asked  
  his NCO how to go directly from the 

Shoulder to the Order, he would have been 
told, “You can’t get there from here”. The 
only way to get to the Order was to go first 
to the Rest, and then to the Order. You can 
only imagine the shock waves that hit the 
RevWar chat pages when the progressives 
advocated that the British Army in the 18th 
century actually did go directly from the 
Shoulder to the Order. It was referred to as 
the Short Order. In fact, both the Shoulder-
Rest-Order and the Short Order were used 
during the American Revolution.

In a 2001 issue of The Brigade Dispatch 
it was explained that British drill manuals 
retained the Shoulder-Rest-Order sequence, 
even though the Short Order was common 
practice. This may have been done to reduce 
the amount of damage done to muskets by 
the shorter method. A 1785 standing order 
to the British Marines stated:

The repairs of Arms having of late become 
very expensive in Government, it is the 
commanding Officers Positive directions 
that the Officers and Non Commission’d 
Officers in giving the Word of command 
Make the soldiers rest in coming to an order, 
& not Come to the short order by which 
means many of the Butts have been broke...

In England drill would be performed in 

the barracks yard which was usually paved. 
Bringing the musket from the Shoulder to 
the Order on the hard pavement resulted 
in split stocks. The author of the Dispatch 
article theorized that drill in North America 
was done on grass, rather than pavement. 
Consequently, damage to the firelock by 
using the Short Order was less prevalent.

Although not a particularly authorita-
tive source, I should add one other reference 
to the use of the Short Order. In the book, 
“Advice to the Officers of the British Army” 
(1783) the chapter that gives tongue-in-
cheek advice to private soldiers suggests 
that he can intentionally break the stock 
of his musket by letting the toe touch the 
ground first when kneeling as a front rank. 
The writer then adds, “The same effect may 
be produced by coming from the shoulder 
to the order, at two motions, especially on 
the pavement in the garrison town.” 

Being a leading-edge reenactment unit, 
the Royal Yorkers quickly adopted the Short 
Order as an acceptable drill movement, 
while also retaining the traditional method. 
It was understood that either method could 
be used, at the NCO’s discretion.

At a British Brigade event, even to 
this day, the command to “Order Your 
Firelocks” from the Shoulder generates dif-
ferent responses from different units. Many 

units, without hesitation, will go directly 
to the Order. Others, with coaching from 
their unit NCO, will go first to the Rest and 
then the Order. And others will freeze in 
confusion at the obvious faux pas commit-
ted by the person who gave the command. 
In a Brigade of mixed units, it is often 
easier to just give the commands, “Rest 
Your Firelocks”, followed by “Order Your 
Firelocks”, so there is no confusion.

Or does this create confusion of a differ-
ent kind. We have become so accustomed 
to going directly from the Shoulder to the 
Order that some Yorkers seem unaware of 
the option of going first to the Rest. As a 
result, when this command is given there 
are some puzzled looks and fumbling in the 
ranks, as guys work their way through the 
movement. 

Clearly the research from 15 years ago 
says that both methods are correct and 
that all soldiers should be well versed in 
both. If this is news to you, go to the Video 
Drill Manual on the Yorker webpage and 
familiarize yourself with the drill. NCO’s, 
make sure the guys in your company are 
well drilled in the two ways of getting from 
the Shoulder to the Order. It may seem like 
a small point, but it is one that needs to be 
addressed.

Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam
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SHOULDER TO THE ORDER – YOU CAN ’T GET  
THERE FROM HERE?
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News & Wisdom from Sir John’s Regt.– The King’s Royal Yorkers

Y O R K E R C O U R A N T

The

H O T  C H O C O L A T E  S U P P L I E R

Robert Stewart, our own purveyor of coffee, chocolate and other 
fine beverages, has found a merchant who sells historical ingredients 
for food, including cone sugar. 
http://www.dobynsandmartin.com 

N E W F O U N D L A N D  I N  T H E  R E V O L U T I O N

Some interesting links to articles about Newfoundland and the 
Revolution. Click on this link and then search for the other articles. 
– Gavin Watt
http://www.heritage.nl.ca/articles/exploration/american-revolu-
tion.php 

A  N A T I O N  O F  T E A  D R I N K E R S

This is an interesting article about tea in Britain in the eighteenth 
century.  It contradicts many things I have been told over the years. 
– Robert Stewart
http://spitalfieldslife.com/2016/06/11/a-nation-of-tea-drinkers/

T H E  P R I C E  O F  L O Y A L T Y

This is a podcast interview with Wade Wells, the site man-
ager for Johnson Hall. The site is called, “The Price of 
Loyalty: The Confiscation of Johnson Hall in Johnstown.”  
– Captain Alex Lawrence
https://soundcloud.com/obudmore/
wade-wellsjohnson-hallthe-historiansfriday-june-10-2016

B R I T I S H  A R M Y  W I D O W  M Y T H O L O G Y

Here is a nice little article from Don Hagist on some research 
Todd Braisted turned up showing that the oft-repeated 
story about British followers having to remarry if their hus-
bands died is likely to be mythological and detailing some 
interesting little tidbits of info about some widows who stayed on.  
– Nancy Watt
http://redcoat76.blogspot.ca/2016/07/widows-who-stayed-
with-army-10th.html


